OF

DECEMBER 1, 2025

Printed for the use
of


id = 269, Line Art: height 17.57, width 35.66

id = 245, level = Doctitle, H: font MIonic, text size 14.00, text color [0.0], text content "FEDERAL RULES", heading level 1

id = 246, P: font MIonic, text size 12.00, text color [0.0], text content "OF"

id = 247, level = Subtitle, H: font MIonic, text size 14.00, text color [0.0], text content "CIVIL PROCEDURE", heading level 1

id = 248, Line Art: height 0.50, width 48.00

id = 249, P: font MIonic, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "DECEMBER 1, 202..."

id = 251, Line Art: height 71.92, width 47.90

id = 266, Line Art: height 61.32, width 63.18

id = 256, Line Art: height 33.46, width 59.22

id = 257, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "E"

id = 258, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "P"

id = 255, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "M"

id = 259, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "L"

id = 254, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "U"

id = 260, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "U"

id = 253, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "N"

id = 261, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "R"

id = 262, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "I"

id = 252, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "U"

id = 263, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "B"

id = 264, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "U"

id = 265, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "S"

id = 250, level = 1, Table: 5 rows, 2 columns, previous table id null, next table id null

Table cell: row number 1, column number 1, row span 1, column span 2, text content ""

Table cell: row number 2, column number 1, row span 1, column span 2, text content ""

Table cell: row number 3, column number 1, row span 1, column span 2, text content ""

Table cell: row number 4, column number 1, row span 1, column span 2, text content ""

Table cell: row number 5, column number 1, row span 1, column span 1, text content ""

Table cell: row number 5, column number 2, row span 1, column span 1, text content ""

id = 267, P: font MIonic, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "Printed for the..."

id = 268, level = Subtitle, H: font MIonic, text size 10.00, text color [0.0], text content "THE COMMITTEE O...", heading level 3


119TH CONGRESS }

) COMMITTEE PRINT { No. 4
1st Session

OF

DECEMBER 1, 2025

Printed for the use
of

U.S. GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
WASHINGTON : 2026


id = 270, P: font MIonic, text size 6.57, text color [0.0], text content "119TH CONGRESS"

id = 271, P: font MIonic, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "" COMMITTEE PRI..."

id = 272, Line Art: height 0.50, width 318.00

id = 273, level = Doctitle, H: font MIonic, text size 14.00, text color [0.0], text content "FEDERAL RULES", heading level 1

id = 274, P: font MIonic, text size 12.00, text color [0.0], text content "OF"

id = 275, level = Subtitle, H: font MIonic, text size 14.00, text color [0.0], text content "CIVIL PROCEDURE", heading level 1

id = 276, Line Art: height 0.50, width 48.00

id = 277, P: font MIonic, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "DECEMBER 1, 202..."

id = 279, Line Art: height 71.92, width 47.90

id = 294, Line Art: height 61.32, width 63.18

id = 284, Line Art: height 33.46, width 59.22

id = 285, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "E"

id = 286, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "P"

id = 283, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "M"

id = 287, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "L"

id = 282, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "U"

id = 288, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "U"

id = 281, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "N"

id = 289, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "R"

id = 290, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "I"

id = 280, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "U"

id = 291, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "B"

id = 292, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "U"

id = 293, P: font Helvetica, text size 2.24, text color [0.0], text content "S"

id = 278, level = 2, Table: 5 rows, 2 columns, previous table id null, next table id null

Table cell: row number 1, column number 1, row span 1, column span 2, text content ""

Table cell: row number 2, column number 1, row span 1, column span 2, text content ""

Table cell: row number 3, column number 1, row span 1, column span 2, text content ""

Table cell: row number 4, column number 1, row span 1, column span 2, text content ""

Table cell: row number 5, column number 1, row span 1, column span 1, text content ""

Table cell: row number 5, column number 2, row span 1, column span 1, text content ""

id = 295, P: font MIonic, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "Printed for the..."

id = 296, level = Subtitle, H: font MIonic, text size 10.00, text color [0.0], text content "THE COMMITTEE O...", heading level 3

id = 297, P: font MIonic, text size 6.57, text color [0.0], text content "U.S. GOVERNMENT..."


ONE HUNDRED NINETEENTH CONGRESS

JIM JORDAN, Ohio, Chairman

DARRELL ISSA, California
ANDY BIGGS, Arizona

TOM MCCLINTOCK, California
THOMAS P. TIFFANY, Wisconsin
THOMAS MASSIE, Kentucky
CHIP ROY, Texas

SCOTT FITZGERALD, Wisconsin
BEN CLINE, Virginia

LANCE GOODEN, Texas
JEFFERSON VAN DREW, New Jersey
TROY E. NEHLS, Texas

BARRY MOORE, Alabama

KEVIN KILEY, California
HARRIET M. HAGEMAN, Wyoming
LAUREL M. LEE, Florida
WESLEY HUNT, Texas

RUSSELL FRY, South Carolina
GLENN GROTHMAN, Wisconsin
BRAD KNOTT, North Carolina
MARK HARRIS, North Carolina
ROBERT F. ONDER, JR., Missouri
DEREK SCHMIDT, Kansas
BRANDON GILL, Texas

MICHAEL BAUMGARTNER, Washington

JAMIE RASKIN, Maryland, Ranking Member
JERROLD NADLER, New York

ZOE LOFGREN, California

STEVE COHEN, Tennessee

HENRY C. “HANK’ JOHNSON, JR., Georgia
ERIC SWALWELL, California

TED LIEU, California

PRAMILA JAYAPAL, Washington

J. LUIS CORREA, California

MARY GAY SCANLON, Pennsylvania

JOE NEGUSE, Colorado

LUCY McBATH, Georgia

DEBORAH K. ROSS, North Carolina
BECCA BALINT, Vermont

JESUS G. “CHUY” GARCIA, Illinois
SYDNEY KAMLAGER-DOVE, California
JARED MOSKOWITZ, Florida

DANIEL S. GOLDMAN, New York
JASMINE CROCKETT, Texas

CHRISTOPHER HIXON, Majority Staff Director
ARTHUR EWENCZYK, Minority Staff Director


id = 298, level = Subtitle, H: font MIonic, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "COMMITTEE ON TH...", heading level 6

id = 299, P: font MIonic, text size 6.00, text color [0.0], text content "ONE HUNDRED NIN..."

id = 300, P: font MIonic, text size 6.00, text color [0.0], text content "DARRELL ISSA, C..."

id = 301, P: font MIonic, text size 6.00, text color [0.0], text content "JAMIE RASKIN, M..."

id = 302, P: font MIonic-Italic, text size 6.00, text color [0.0], text content "CHRISTOPHER HIX..."

id = 303, level = Subtitle, H: font MIonic, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "(II)", heading level 6


This document contains the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure to-
gether with forms, as amended to December 1, 2025. The rules have
been promulgated and amended by the United States Supreme
Court pursuant to law, and further amended by Acts of Congress.
This document has been prepared by the Committee in response to
the need for an official up-to-date document containing the latest
amendments to the rules.

For the convenience of the user, where a rule has been amended
a reference to the date the amendment was promulgated and the
date the amendment became effective follows the text of the rule.

The Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure and the Ad-
visory Committee on the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Judi-
cial Conference of the United States, prepared notes explaining
the purpose and intent of the amendments to the rules. The Com-
mittee Notes may be found in the Appendix to Title 28, United
States Code, following the particular rule to which they relate.

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary.
DECEMBER 1, 2025.
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TITLE 28, UNITED STATES CODE

(a)(1) The Judicial Conference shall prescribe and publish the
procedures for the consideration of proposed rules under this sec-
tion.

(2) The Judicial Conference may authorize the appointment of
committees to assist the Conference by recommending rules to be
prescribed under sections 2072 and 2075 of this title. Each such
committee shall consist of members of the bench and the profes-
sional bar, and trial and appellate judges.

hapter by any committee appointed under this section shall be
pen to the public, except when the committee so meeting, in
pen session and with a majority present, determines that it is in
he public interest that all or part of the remainder of the meet-
ing on that day shall be closed to the public, and states the reason
or so closing the meeting. Minutes of each meeting for the trans-
ction of business under this chapter shall be maintained by the
ommittee and made available to the public, except that any por-
ion of such minutes, relating to a closed meeting and made avail-
ble to the public, may contain such deletions as may be nec-
ssary to avoid frustrating the purposes of closing the meeting.



id = 313, level = Subtitle, H: font NewCenturySchlbk-Bold, text size 10.00, text color [0.0], text content "AUTHORITY FOR P...", heading level 2

id = 314, P: font NewCenturySchlbk-Bold, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "TITLE 28, UNITE..."

id = 315, level = 3, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id 325

List item: text content "§2072. Rules of procedure and evidence; power to prescribe"

id = 242, level = 4, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(a) The Supreme Court shall have the power to prescribe general"

id = 240, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "rules of practi..."

List item: text content "(b) Such rules shall not abridge, enlarge or modify any sub-"

id = 241, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "stantive right...."

List item: text content "(c) Such rules may define when a ruling of a district court is"

id = 243, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "final for the p..."

id = 244, level = 5, List: number of items 1, previous list id null, next list id 324

List item: text content "(Added Pub. L. 100–702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4648, eff. Dec. 1, 1988; amended Pub. L. 101–650, title III, §§315, 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5115, 5117.)"

List item: text content "§2073. Rules of procedure and evidence; method of prescribing"

id = 316, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(a)(1) The Judi..."

id = 317, level = 6, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(2) The Judicia..."

id = 318, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(b) The Judicial Conference shall authorize the appointment of"

id = 239, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "a standing comm..."

List item: text content "(c)(1) Each meeting for the transaction of business under this"

id = 319, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "chapter by any ..."

id = 312, P: font MIonic, text size 8.00, text color [0.0], text content "(V)"


VI AUTHORITY FOR PROMULGATION OF RULES

(2) Any meeting for the transaction of business under this chap
er, by a committee appointed under this section, shall be pre
eded by sufficient notice to enable all interested persons to at
end.

prescribed under section 2072 or 2075 of this title.

gentiary privilege shall have no force or effect unless approved by
ct of Congress.

Added Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4649
eff. Dec. 1, 1988.)
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The Supreme Court prescribes rules of civil procedure for the
district courts pursuant to section 2072 of Title 28, United States
Code, as enacted by Title IV ‘‘Rules Enabling Act’’ of Pub. L.
100-702 (approved November 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4648), effective De-
cember 1, 1988. Pursuant to section 2074 of Title 28, the Supreme
Court transmits to Congress (not later than May 1 of the year in
which a rule prescribed under section 2072 is to become effective)
a copy of the proposed rule. The rule takes effect no earlier than
December 1 of the year in which the rule is transmitted unless
otherwise provided by law.

By act of June 19, 1934, ch. 651, 48 Stat. 1064 (subsequently 28
United States Code, §2072), the Supreme Court was authorized to
prescribe general rules of civil procedure for the district courts.
The rules, and subsequent amendments, were not to take effect
until (1) they had been first reported to Congress by the Attorney
General at the beginning of a regular session and (2) after the
close of that session.

Under a 1949 amendment to 28 U.S.C., §2072, the Chief Justice of
the United States, instead of the Attorney General, reported the
rules to Congress. In 1950, section 2072 was further amended so
that amendments to the rules could be reported to Congress not
later than May 1 each year and become effective 90 days after
being reported. Effective December 1, 1988, section 2072 was re-
pealed and supplanted by new sections 2072 and 2074, see first para-
graph of Historical Note above.

The original rules, pursuant to act of June 19, 1934, were adopted
by order of the Court on December 20, 1937, transmitted to Con-
gress by the Attorney General on January 3, 1938, and became ef-
fective September 16, 1938 (308 U.S. 645; Cong. Rec., vol. 83, pt. 1,
p. 13, Exec. Comm. 905; H. Doc. 460 and H. Doc. 588, 75th Cong.)

Rule 81(a)(6) was abrogated by order of the Court on December
28, 1939, transmitted to Congress by the Attorney General on Jan-
uary 3, 1940, effective April 3, 1941 (308 U.S. 642; Cong. Rec., vol. 86

t. 1, p. 14, Exec. Comm. 1152).

Further amendments were adopted by the Court by order dated
December 27, 1946, transmitted to Congress by the Attorney Gen-
eral on January 3, 1947, and became effective March 19, 1948 (329
U.S. 839; Cong. Rec., vol. 93, pt. 1, p. 41, Exec. Comm. 32; H. Doc.
46 and H. Doc. 473, 80th Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 6,
7, 12, 13, 14, 17, 24, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 36, 41, 45, 52, 54, 56, 58, 59, 60
62, 65, 66, 68, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, 84, and 86, and Forms 17, 20, 22, and
5.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated December 29, 1948, transmitted to Congress by the Attorney
General on January 3, 1949, and became effective October 20, 1949
(335 U.S. 919; Cong. Rec., vol. 95, pt. 1, p. 94, Exec. Comm. 24; H.

(VII)
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Doc. 33, 81st Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 1, 17, 22, 24,
25, 27, 37, 45, 57, 60, 62, 65, 66, 67, 69, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 79, 81, 82, and
86, and Forms 1, 19, 22, 23, and 27.

Amendment to Rule 81(a)(7) and new Rule 71A and Forms 28 and

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 17, 1961, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on April 18, 1961, and became effective July 19, 1961 (368 U.S. 1009;
Cong. Rec., vol. 107, pt. 5, p. 6524, Exec. Comm. 821). The amend-
ments affected Rules 25, 54, 62, and 86, and Forms 2 and 19.
Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated January 21, 1963, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Jus-
tice on the same day (374 U.S. 861; Cong. Rec., vol. 109, pt. 1, p.
1037, Exec. Comm. 267; H. Doc. 48, 88th Cong.), and became effec-
tive July 1, 1963, by order of the Court dated March 18, 1963 (374
U.S. 861; Cong. Rec., vol. 109, pt. 4, p. 4639, Exec. Comm. 569; H.
Doc. 48, pt. 2, 88th Cong.; see also H. Doc. 67, 88th Cong.). The
amendments affected Rules 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 15, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30,
41, 49, 50, 52, 56, 58, T1A, 77, 79, 81, and 86, and Forms 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated February 28, 1966, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Jus-
tice on the same day (383 U.S. 1029; Cong. Rec., vol. 112, pt. 4, p.
4229, Exec. Comm. 2094; H. Doc. 391, 89th Cong.), and became effec-
tive July 1, 1966. The amendments affected Rules 1, 4, 8, 9, 12, 13,

In addition, Rule 6(c) of the Rules of Civil Procedure promul-
gated by the Court on December 20, 1937, effective September 16,
1938; Rule 2 of the Rules for Practice and Procedure under section
25 of an act to amend and consolidate the acts respecting copy-
right, approved March 4, 1909, promulgated by the Court on June
1, 1909, effective July 1, 1909; and the Rules of Practice in Admi-
ralty and Maritime Cases, promulgated by the Court on December
6, 1920, effective March 7, 1921, as revised, amended and supple-
mented, were rescinded, effective July 1, 1966.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated December 4, 1967, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Jus-
tice on January 15, 1968 (389 U.S. 1121; Cong. Rec., vol. 114, pt. 1,
p. 113, Exec. Comm. 1361; H. Doc. 204, 90th Cong.), and became ef-
fective July 1, 1968. The amendments affected Rules 6(b), 9(h),
41(a)(1), 77(d), and 81(a), and abrogated the chapter heading ‘‘IX.
Appeals’ and Rules 72-76, and Form 27.
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HISTORICAL NOTE IX

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated March 30, 1970, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (398 U.S. 977; Cong. Rec., vol. 116, pt. 7, p. 9861,
Exec. Comm. 1839; H. Doc. 91-291), and became effective July 1,
1970. The amendments affected Rules 5(a), 9(h), 26, 29 to 37, 45(d),
and 69(a), and Form 24.

On March 1, 1971, the Court adopted additional amendments,
which were transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on the
same day (401 U.S. 1017; Cong. Rec., vol. 117, pt. 4, p. 4629, Exec.
Comm. 341; H. Doc. 92-57), and became effective July 1, 1971. The
amendments affected Rules 6(a), 27(a)4), 30(b)(6), T77(c), and
81(a)(2).

Further amendments were proposed by the Court in its orders
dated November 20 and December 18, 1972, and transmitted to Con-
gress by the Chief Justice on February 5, 1973 (409 U.S. 1132 and 419
U.S. 1133; Cong. Rec., vol. 119, pt. 3, p. 3247, Exec. Comm. 359; H.
Doc. 93-46). Although these amendments were to have become ef-
fective July 1, 1973, Public Law 93-12 (approved March 30, 1973, 87
Stat. 9) provided that the proposed amendments ‘‘shall have no
force or effect except to the extent, and with such amendments,
as they may be expressly approved by Act of Congress.”’” Section
3 of Public Law 93-595 (approved January 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1949) ap-
proved the amendments proposed by the Court, to be effective
July 1, 1975. The amendments affected Rules 30(c), 43, and 44.1, and
abrogated Rule 32(c).

On April 29, 1980, the Court adopted additional amendments,
which were transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on the
same day (446 U.S. 995; Cong. Rec., vol. 126, pt. 8, p. 9535, Exec.
Comm. 4260; H. Doc. 96-306), and became effective August 1, 1980.
The amendments affected Rules 4, 5, 26, 28, 30, 32, 33, 34, 37, and 45.

Section 205(a) and (b) of Public Law 96-481 (approved October 21,
1980, 94 Stat. 2330) repealed Rule 37(f) and deleted the correspond-
ing item from the Table of Contents, to be effective October 1,
1981.

Amendments to Rule 4 were adopted by the Court by order dated
April 28, 1982, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on the
same day (456 U.S. 1013; Cong. Rec., vol. 128, pt. 6, p. 8191, Exec.
Comm. 3822; H. Doc. 97-173), and became effective August 1, 1982.
However, Public Law 97-227 (approved August 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 246)
provided that the amendments to Rule 4 shall take effect on Octo-
ber 1, 1983, unless previously approved, disapproved, or modified by
Act of Congress, and further provided that this Act shall be effec-
tive as of August 1, 1982, but shall not apply to the service of proc-
ess that takes place between August 1, 1982, and the date of enact-
ment of this Act [August 2, 1982]. Section 5 of Public Law 97-462
(approved January 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 25630) provided that the amend-
ments to Rule 4 the effective date of which was delayed by Public
Law 97-227 shall not take effect. Sections 2 to 4 of Public Law
97-462 amended Rule 4(a), (c) to (e), and (g), added Rule 4(j), and
added Form 18-A in the Appendix of Forms, effective 45 days after
enactment of Public Law 97-462 [February 26, 1983].

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 28, 1983, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (461 U.S. 1095; Cong. Rec., vol. 129, pt. 8, p. 10479
Exec. Comm. 1027; H. Doc. 98-54), and became effective August 1
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1983. The amendments included new Rules 26(g), 53(f), 72 through
76 and new Official Forms 33 and 34, and amendments to Rules
6(b), 7(b), 11, 16, 26(a), (b), 52(a), b3(a), (b), (c), and 67.

991. The amendments affected Rules 5, 15, 24, 34, 35, 41, 44, 45, 47
8, 50, 52, b3, 63, 72, and 77, the headings for chapters VIII and IX
nd Rules C and E of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admi-
alty and Maritime Claims, added new Official Forms 1A and 1B,
nd abrogated Form 18-A.

Section 11 of Pub. L. 102-198 (approved December 9, 1991, 105
Stat. 1626) amended Rule 15(c)(3) as transmitted to Congress by
the Supreme Court to become effective on December 1, 1991; pro-
vided that Forms 1A and 1B included in the transmittal shall not
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HISTORICAL NOTE X1

be effective; and provided that Form 18-A, abrogated by the Su-
preme Court in the transmittal, effective December 1, 1991, shall
continue in effect on or after that date.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by orde

1999. The amendments affected Rule 6 and Form 2.
Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
ated April 17, 2000, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
n the same day (629 U.S. 1155; Cong. Rec., vol. 146, pt. 5, p. 6328
x. Comm. 7336; H. Doc. 106-228), and became effective December
, 2000. The amendments affected Rules 4, 5, 12, 14, 26, 30, and 37
nd Rules B, C, and E of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Ad-
iralty and Maritime Claims.
Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
ated April 23, 2001, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
n the same day (632 U.S. 1085; Cong. Rec., vol. 147, pt. 5, p. 6126
x. Comm. 1575; H. Doc. 107-61), and became effective December 1,
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Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated March 27, 2003, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (5638 U.S. 1083; Cong. Rec., vol. 149, pt. 6, p. 7689
Ex. Comm. 1493; H. Doc. 108-56), and became effective December 1,
2003. The amendments affected Rules 23, 51, 53, 54, and 71A and
Forms 19, 31, and 32.

dditional amendments were adopted by the Court b

005. The amendments affected Rules 6, 27, and 45, and Rules B an
of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritim
laims.

dditional amendments were adopted by the Court by orde

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by orde

007. The amendments affected Rules 1 through 86 and added ne
ule 5.2; Forms 1 through 35 were amended to become restyle
orms 1 through 82.
An additional amendment was adopted by the Court by order

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by orde
ated March 26, 2009, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justic
n March 25, 2009 (656 U.S. 1341; Cong. Rec., vol. 155, pt. 8, p. 10210
x. Comm. 1264; H. Doc. 111-29), and became effective December 1
009. The amendments affected Rules 6, 12, 13, 14, 15, 23, 27, 32, 38
8, 50, b2, 53, b4, 55, 56, 59, 62, 65, 68, 71.1, 72, and 81, added new Rul
2.1, and affected Forms 3, 4, and 60, and Rules B, C, and G of th
upplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asse
orfeiture Actions.

dditional amendments were adopted b

)

the Court by orde

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by orde
ated April 16, 2013, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justic
n the same day (669 U.S. 1149; Cong. Rec., vol. 159, pt. 5, p. 6968
x. Comm. 1495; H. Doc. 113-29), and became effective December 1
013. The amendments affected Rules 37 and 45.
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HISTORICAL NOTE XIII

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 11, 2022, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (696 U.S.——; Cong. Rec., vol. 168, p. H4442, Daily
Issue, Ex. Comm. 3741; H. Doc. 117-110), and became effective De-
cember 1, 2022. The amendments affected Rule 7.1 and added Sup-
plemental Rules for Social Security Review Actions Under 42
U.S.C. §405(g) (Rules 1 to 8).

dditional amendments were adopted b

the Court by orde

An additional amendment was adopted by the Court by order
dated April 2, 2024, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (602 U.S.——; Cong. Rec., vol. 170, p. H2134, Daily
Issue, Ex. Comm. 3645; H. Doc. 118-125), and became effective De-
cember 1, 2024. The amendment affected Rule 12.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 23, 2025, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (604 U.S.——; Cong. Rec., vol. 171, p. H1622, Daily
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Issue, Ex. Comm. 771; H. Doc. 119-44), and became effective Decem-
ber 1, 2025. The amendments affected Rules 16 and 26, and added
new Rule 16.1.

Committee Notes

Committee Notes prepared by the Committee on Rules of Prac-
tice and Procedure and the Advisory Committee on the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure, Judicial Conference of the United
States, explaining the purpose and intent of the amendments are
set out in the Appendix to Title 28, United States Code, following
the particular rule to which they relate. In addition, the rules and
amendments, together with Committee Notes, are set out in the
House documents listed above.
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own after notice to the plaintiff—must dismiss the action without
prejudice against that defendant or order that service be made
within a specified time. But if the plaintiff shows good cause for
the failure, the court must extend the time for service for an ap-
propriate period. This subdivision (m) does not apply to service in
a foreign country under Rule 4(f), 4(h)(2), or 4(j)(1), or to service
of a notice under Rule 71.1(d)(3)(A).
(n) ASSERTING JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY OR ASSETS.

1) Federal Law. The court may assert jurisdiction over prop-
erty if authorized by a federal statute. Notice to claimants of
the property must be given as provided in the statute or by
serving a summons under this rule.

(2) State Law. On a showing that personal jurisdiction over
a defendant cannot be obtained in the district where the ac-
tion is brought by reasonable efforts to serve a summons
under this rule, the court may assert jurisdiction over the de-
fendant’s assets found in the district. Jurisdiction is acquired
by seizing the assets under the circumstances and in the man-
ner provided by state law in that district.

(As amended Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July 1, 1963; Feb. 28, 1966, eff. July
1, 1966; Apr. 29, 1980, eff. Aug. 1, 1980; Pub. L. 97462, §2, Jan. 12,
1983, 96 Stat. 2527, eff. Feb. 26, 1983; Mar. 2, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987;
Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; Apr. 17, 2000, eff. Dec. 1, 2000; Apr.
30, 2007, eff. Dec. 1, 2007; Apr. 29, 2015, eff. Dec. 1, 2015; Apr. 28, 2016
eff. Dec. 1, 2016; Apr. 27, 2017, eff. Dec. 1, 2017.)

RULE 4 NOTICE OF A LAWSUIT AND REQUEST TO WAIVE SERVICE OF
SUMMONS.

(Caption)

To (name the defendant or—if the defendant is a corporation, part-
nership, or association—name an officer or agent authorized to receive
service):

WHY ARE YOU GETTING THIS?

A lawsuit has been filed against you, or the entity you rep-
resent, in this court under the number shown above. A copy of the
complaint is attached.

This is not a summons, or an official notice from the court. It
is a request that, to avoid expenses, you waive formal service of
a summons by signing and returning the enclosed waiver. To avoid
these expenses, you must return the signed waiver within (give at
least 30 days or at least 60 days if the defendant is outside any judicial
district of the United States) from the date shown below, which is
the date this notice was sent. Two copies of the waiver form are
enclosed, along with a stamped, self-addressed envelope or other
prepaid means for returning one copy. You may keep the other
copy.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

If you return the signed waiver, I will file it with the court. The
action will then proceed as if you had been served on the date the
waiver is filed, but no summons will be served on you and you will
have 60 days from the date this notice is sent (see the date below)
to answer the complaint (or 90 days if this notice is sent to you
outside any judicial district of the United States).
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If you do not return the signed waiver within the time indi-
cated, I will arrange to have the summons and complaint served
on you. And I will ask the court to require you, or the entity you
represent, to pay the expenses of making service.

Please read the enclosed statement about the duty to avoid un-
necessary expenses.

I certify that this request is being sent to you on the date below.

Date:

(Signature of the attorney
or unrepresented party)

(Printed name)

(Address)

(E-mail address)

(Telephone number)
RULE 4 WAIVER OF THE SERVICE OF SUMMONS.
(Caption)

To (name the plaintiff’s attorney or the unrepresented plaintiff):

I have received your request to waive service of a summons in
this action along with a copy of the complaint, two copies of this
waiver form, and a prepaid means of returning one signed copy of
the form to you.

I, or the entity I represent, agree to save the expense of serving
a summons and complaint in this case.

I understand that I, or the entity I represent, will keep all de-
fenses or objections to the lawsuit, the court’s jurisdiction, and
the venue of the action, but that I waive any objections to the ab-
sence of a summons or of service.

I also understand that I, or the entity I represent, must file and
serve an answer or a motion under Rule 12 within 60 days from

, the date when this re-
quest was sent (or 90 days if it was sent outside the United
States). If I fail to do so, a default judgment will be entered
against me or the entity I represent.

Date:

(Signature of the attorney
or unrepresented party)

(Printed name)

(Address)

(E-mail address)

(Telephone number)
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(Attach the following)

DUTY TO AVOID UNNECESSARY EXPENSES
OF SERVING A SUMMONS

defendants to cooperate in saving unnecessary expenses of serving
a summons and complaint. A defendant who is located in the
United States and who fails to return a signed waiver of service
requested by a plaintiff located in the United States will be re-
quired to pay the expenses of service, unless the defendant shows
good cause for the failure.

“Good cause” does not include a belief that the lawsuit is
groundless, or that it has been brought in an improper venue, or
that the court has no jurisdiction over this matter or over the de-
fendant or the defendant’s property.

If the waiver is signed and returned, you can still make these
and all other defenses and objections, but you cannot object to the
absence of a summons or of service.

If you waive service, then you must, within the time specified
on the waiver form, serve an answer or a motion under Rule 12 on
the plaintiff and file a copy with the court. By signing and return-
ing the waiver form, you are allowed more time to respond than
if a summons had been served.

Rule 4.1. Serving Other Process
rder committing a person for civil contempt of a decree or in-
junction issued to enforce federal law may be served and enforced
in any district. Any other order in a civil-contempt proceeding
ay be served only in the state where the issuing court is located

r elsewhere in the United States within 100 miles from where the
rder was issued.

As added Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; amended Apr. 30, 2007, eff
Dec. 1, 2007.)

(a) SERVICE: WHEN REQUIRED.

(1) In General. Unless these rules provide otherwise, each of
the following papers must be served on every party:

parte; and
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(E) a written notice, appearance, demand, or offer o
ud ment, or any similar paper.

nd no person is or need be named as a defendant, any service
equired before the filing of an appearance, answer, or claim
ust be made on the person who had custody or possession of
he property when it was seized.

served on the parties as the court directs.



id = 514, level = 9, List: number of items 1, previous list id 426, next list id null

List item: text content "9 FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE Rule 5"

id = 515, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(E) a written n..."

id = 516, level = 5, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(2) If a Party Fails to Appear. No service is required on a"

id = 121, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "party who is in..."

List item: text content "(3) Seizing Property. If an action is begun by seizing property"

id = 517, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "and no person i..."

id = 518, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(b) SERVICE: HOW MADE."

id = 119, level = 5, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) Serving an Attorney. If a party is represented by an attor-"

id = 116, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "ney, service un..."

List item: text content "(2) Service in General. A paper is served under this rule by:"

id = 117, level = 4, List: number of items 6, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) handing it to the person;"

List item: text content "(B) leaving it:"

id = 111, level = 6, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(i) at the person’s office with a clerk or other person"

id = 110, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "in charge or, i..."

List item: text content "(ii) if the person has no office or the office is closed,"

id = 112, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "at the person’s..."

List item: text content "(C) mailing it to the person’s last known address—in"

id = 113, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "which event ser..."

List item: text content "(D) leaving it with the court clerk if the person has no"

id = 114, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "known address;"

List item: text content "(E) sending it to a registered user by filing it with the"

id = 115, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "court’s electro..."

List item: text content "(F) delivering it by any other means that the person con-"

id = 118, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "sented to in wr..."

List item: text content "(3) Using Court Facilities. [Abrogated (Apr. 26, 2018, eff. Dec."

id = 120, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "1, 2018.)]"

List item: text content "(c) SERVING NUMEROUS DEFENDANTS."

id = 519, level = 5, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) In General. If an action involves an unusually large num-"

id = 107, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "ber of defendan..."

id = 108, level = 4, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) defendants’ pleadings and replies to them need not be"

id = 105, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "served on other..."

List item: text content "(B) any crossclaim, counterclaim, avoidance, or affirma-"

id = 106, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "tive defense in..."

List item: text content "(C) filing any such pleading and serving it on the plain-"

id = 109, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "tiff constitute..."

List item: text content "(2) Notifying Parties. A copy of every such order must be"

id = 520, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "served on the p..."


fil

E paper solely because it is not in the form prescribed by these
ules or by a local rule or practice.

As amended Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July 1, 1963; Mar. 30, 1970, eff. July
1970; Apr. 29, 1980, eff. Aug. 1, 1980; Mar. 2, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987
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11 FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE Rule 5.2

or the court’s failure to certify, does not forfeit a constitutiona
laim or defense that is otherwise timely asserted.

As added Apr. 12, 2006, eff. Dec. 1, 2006; amended Apr. 30, 2007, eff
Dec. 1, 2007.)

ion requirement does not apply to the following
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ders otherwise, in an action for benefits under the Social Securit
Act, and in an action or proceeding relating to an order of re
moval, to relief from removal, or to immigration benefits or de
tention, access to an electronic file is authorized as follows:

ecord at the courthouse, but may have remote electronic ac-
ess only to:

A) the docket maintained by the court; and

B) an opinion, order, judgment, or other disposition of

Ehe court, but not any other part of the case file or the ad-
inistrative record.

protection of Rule 5.2(a) as to the person’s own information by fil
ing it without redaction and not under seal.

(As added Apr. 30, 2007, eff. Dec. 1, 2007.)

(a) COMPUTING TIME. The following rules apply in computing any
time period specified in these rules, in any local rule or court
order, or in any statute that does not specify a method of comput-
ing time.

(1) Period Stated in Days or a Longer Unit. When the period ij
stated in days or a longer unit of time:

Sundays, and legal holidays; and



id = 535, level = 7, List: number of items 1, previous list id 521, next list id 567

List item: text content "Rule 6 FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 12"

id = 536, level = 5, List: number of items 1, previous list id 534, next list id null

List item: text content "(6) a pro se filing in an action brought under 28 U.S.C. §§2241,"

id = 537, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "2254, or 2255."

id = 538, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(c) LIMITATIONS..."

id = 539, level = 5, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) the parties and their attorneys may have remote elec-"

id = 73, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "tronic access t..."

List item: text content "(2) any other person may have electronic access to the full"

id = 540, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "record at the c..."

id = 541, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(A) the docket ..."

id = 542, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "the court, but ..."

id = 543, level = 4, List: number of items 5, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(d) FILINGS MADE UNDER SEAL. The court may order that a filing"

id = 67, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "be made under s..."

List item: text content "(e) PROTECTIVE ORDERS. For good cause, the court may by order"

id = 68, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "in a case:"

id = 69, level = 5, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) require redaction of additional information; or"

List item: text content "(2) limit or prohibit a nonparty’s remote electronic access to"

id = 70, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "a document file..."

List item: text content "(f) OPTION FOR ADDITIONAL UNREDACTED FILING UNDER SEAL. A"

id = 71, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "person making a..."

List item: text content "(g) OPTION FOR FILING A REFERENCE LIST. A filing that contains"

id = 72, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "redacted inform..."

List item: text content "(h) WAIVER OF PROTECTION OF IDENTIFIERS. A person waives the"

id = 544, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "protection of R..."

id = 545, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(As added Apr. ..."

id = 546, level = Subtitle, H: font NewCenturySchlbk-Bold, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "Rule 6. Computi...", heading level 4

id = 547, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(a) COMPUTING T..."

id = 548, level = 6, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(1) Period Stat..."

id = 549, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) exclude the day of the event that triggers the period;"

List item: text content "(B) count every day, including intermediate Saturdays,"

id = 550, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "Sundays, and le..."


FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE Rule d

(C) include the last day of the period, but if the last da
s a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the period con
inues to run until the end of the next day that is not

Ether day declared a holiday by the state where the diﬂ
rict court is located.

b) EXTENDING TIME

Rules 50(b) and (d), 52(b), 59(b), (d), and (e), and 60(b)
c¢) MOTIONS, NOTICES OF HEARING, AND AFFIDAVITS.
(1) In General. A written motion and notice of the hearing

must be served at least 14 days before the time specified for
the hearing, with the following exceptions:



id = 551, P: font MIonic, text size 7.00, text color [0.0], text content "13 FEDERAL RULE..."

id = 552, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(C) include the..."

id = 553, level = 5, List: number of items 5, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(2) Period Stated in Hours. When the period is stated in hours:"

id = 58, level = 4, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) begin counting immediately on the occurrence of the"

id = 56, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "event that trig..."

List item: text content "(B) count every hour, including hours during intermedi-"

id = 57, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "ate Saturdays, ..."

List item: text content "(C) if the period would end on a Saturday, Sunday, or"

id = 59, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "legal holiday, ..."

List item: text content "(3) Inaccessibility of the Clerk’s Office. Unless the court orders"

id = 60, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "otherwise, if t..."

id = 61, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) on the last day for filing under Rule 6(a)(1), then the"

id = 55, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "time for filing..."

List item: text content "(B) during the last hour for filing under Rule 6(a)(2), then"

id = 62, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "the time for fi..."

List item: text content "(4) ‘‘Last Day’’ Defined. Unless a different time is set by a"

id = 63, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "statute, local ..."

id = 64, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) for electronic filing, at midnight in the court’s time"

id = 54, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "zone; and"

List item: text content "(B) for filing by other means, when the clerk’s office is"

id = 65, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "scheduled to cl..."

List item: text content "(5) ‘‘Next Day’’ Defined. The ‘‘next day’’ is determined by"

id = 66, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "continuing to c..."

List item: text content "(6) ‘‘Legal Holiday’’ Defined. ‘‘Legal holiday’’ means:"

id = 554, level = 4, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) the day set aside by statute for observing New Year’s"

id = 52, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "Day, Martin Lut..."

List item: text content "(B) any day declared a holiday by the President or Con-"

id = 53, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "gress; and"

List item: text content "(C) for periods that are measured after an event, any"

id = 555, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "other day decla..."

id = 556, P: font MIonic, text size 7.39, text color [0.0], text content "(b) EXTENDING T..."

id = 557, level = 5, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) In General. When an act may or must be done within a"

id = 49, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "specified time,..."

id = 50, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) with or without motion or notice if the court acts,"

id = 48, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "or if a request..."

List item: text content "(B) on motion made after the time has expired if the"

id = 51, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "party failed to..."

List item: text content "(2) Exceptions. A court must not extend the time to act under"

id = 558, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "Rules 50(b) and..."

id = 559, level = 6, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(1) In General...."


cause, apply for ex parte—sets a different time.

(2) Supporting Affidavit. Any affidavit supporting a motion
must be served with the motion. Except as Rule 59(c) provides
otherwise, any opposing affidavit must be served at least 7
days before the hearing, unless the court permits service at
another time.
(d) ADDITIONAL TIME AFTER CERTAIN KINDS OF SERVICE. When a
party may or must act within a specified time after being served
and service is made under Rule 5(b)(2)(C) (mail), (D) (leaving with
the clerk), or (F) (other means consented to), 3 days are added
after the period would otherwise expire under Rule 6(a).

As amended Dec. 27, 1946, eff. Mar. 19, 1948; Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July
1, 1963; Feb. 28, 1966, eff. July 1, 1966; Dec. 4, 1967, eff. July 1, 1968;
Mar. 1, 1971, eff. July 1, 1971; Apr. 28, 1983, eff. Aug. 1, 1983; Apr. 29,
1985, eff. Aug. 1, 1985; Mar. 2, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987; Apr. 26, 1999,
eff. Dec. 1, 1999; Apr. 23, 2001, eff. Dec. 1, 2001; Apr. 25, 2005, eff. Dec.
1, 2005; Apr. 30, 2007, eff. Dec. 1, 2007; Mar. 26, 2009, eff. Dec. 1, 2009;
Apr. 28, 2016, eff. Dec. 1, 2016; Apr. 24, 2023, eff. Dec. 1, 2023.)

TITLE III. PLEADINGS AND MOTIONS

form in pleadings apply to motions and other papers.

As amended Dec. 27, 1946, eff. Mar. 19, 1948; Jan. 21, 1963, eff. July
1, 1963; Apr. 28, 1983, eff. Aug. 1, 1983; Apr. 30, 2007, eff. Dec. 1, 2007.

(a) WHO MUST FILE; CONTENTS.

(1) Nongovernmental Corporations. A nongovernmental cor
porate party or a nongovernmental corporation that seeks t
intervene must file a statement that:



id = 560, level = 7, List: number of items 1, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "Rule 7 FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 14"

id = 561, level = 4, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) when the motion may be heard ex parte;"

List item: text content "(B) when these rules set a different time; or"

List item: text content "(C) when a court order—which a party may, for good"

id = 562, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "cause, apply fo..."

id = 563, level = 6, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(2) Supporting ..."

id = 564, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(d) ADDITIONAL ..."

id = 565, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(As amended Dec..."

id = 566, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "TITLE III. PLEA..."

id = 567, level = 7, List: number of items 1, previous list id 535, next list id null

List item: text content "Rule 7. Pleadings Allowed; Form of Motions and Other Papers"

id = 568, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(a) PLEADINGS. Only these pleadings are allowed:"

id = 47, level = 5, List: number of items 7, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) a complaint;"

List item: text content "(2) an answer to a complaint;"

List item: text content "(3) an answer to a counterclaim designated as a counter-"

id = 46, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "claim;"

List item: text content "(4) an answer to a crossclaim;"

List item: text content "(5) a third-party complaint;"

List item: text content "(6) an answer to a third-party complaint; and"

List item: text content "(7) if the court orders one, a reply to an answer."

List item: text content "(b) MOTIONS AND OTHER PAPERS."

id = 569, level = 5, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) In General. A request for a court order must be made by"

id = 44, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "motion. The mot..."

id = 45, level = 4, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) be in writing unless made during a hearing or trial;"

List item: text content "(B) state with particularity the grounds for seeking the"

id = 43, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "order; and"

List item: text content "(C) state the relief sought."

List item: text content "(2) Form. The rules governing captions and other matters of"

id = 570, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "form in pleadin..."

id = 571, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(As amended Dec..."

id = 572, level = Subtitle, H: font NewCenturySchlbk-Bold, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "Rule 7.1. Discl...", heading level 4

id = 573, P: font MIonic, text size 7.39, text color [0.0], text content "(a) WHO MUST FI..."

id = 574, level = 6, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(1) Nongovernme..."

id = 575, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) identifies any parent corporation and any publicly"

id = 42, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "held corporatio..."

List item: text content "(B) states that there is no such corporation."


15 FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE Rule 8

(2) Parties or Intervenors in a Diversity Case. In an action i
which jurisdiction is based on diversity under 28 U.S.C
§1332(a), a party or intervenor must, unless the court order
otherwise, file a disclosure statement. The statement mus
name—and identify the citizenship of—every individual or en
tity whose citizenship is attributed to that party or interve
nor:

(b) TIME TO FILE; SUPPLEMENTAL FILING. A party, intervenor, o
proposed intervenor must:

information changes

As added Apr. 29, 2002, eff. Dec. 1, 2002; amended Apr. 30, 2007, eff
Dec. 1, 2007; Apr. 11, 2022, eff. Dec. 1, 2022.)

relating to the amount of damages—is admitted if a responsive



id = 576, P: font MIonic, text size 7.00, text color [0.0], text content "15 FEDERAL RULE..."

id = 577, level = 6, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(2) Parties or ..."

id = 578, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) when the action is filed in or removed to federal"

id = 41, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "court, and"

List item: text content "(B) when any later event occurs that could affect the"

id = 579, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "court’s jurisdi..."

id = 580, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(b) TIME TO FIL..."

id = 581, level = 5, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) file the disclosure statement with its first appearance,"

id = 40, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "pleading, petit..."

List item: text content "(2) promptly file a supplemental statement if any required"

id = 582, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "information cha..."

id = 583, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(As added Apr. ..."

id = 584, level = Subtitle, H: font NewCenturySchlbk-Bold, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "Rule 8. General...", heading level 4

id = 585, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(a) CLAIM FOR RELIEF. A pleading that states a claim for relief"

id = 37, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "must contain:"

id = 38, level = 5, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) a short and plain statement of the grounds for the court’s"

id = 35, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "jurisdiction, u..."

List item: text content "(2) a short and plain statement of the claim showing that the"

id = 36, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "pleader is enti..."

List item: text content "(3) a demand for the relief sought, which may include relief"

id = 39, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "in the alternat..."

List item: text content "(b) DEFENSES; ADMISSIONS AND DENIALS."

id = 586, level = 5, List: number of items 6, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) In General. In responding to a pleading, a party must: (A) state in short and plain terms its defenses to each"

id = 29, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "claim asserted ..."

id = 30, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(B) admit or de..."

List item: text content "(2) Denials—Responding to the Substance. A denial must fairly"

id = 31, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "respond to the ..."

List item: text content "(3) General and Specific Denials. A party that intends in good"

id = 32, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "faith to deny a..."

List item: text content "(4) Denying Part of an Allegation. A party that intends in"

id = 33, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "good faith to d..."

List item: text content "(5) Lacking Knowledge or Information. A party that lacks"

id = 34, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "knowledge or in..."

List item: text content "(6) Effect of Failing to Deny. An allegation—other than one"

id = 587, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "relating to the..."


pleading is required and the allegation is not denied. If a re-
sponsive pleading is not required, an allegation is considered
denied or avoided.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

defense as a counterclaim, or a counterclaim as a defense, the

do justice

As amended Feb. 28, 1966, eff. July 1, 1966; Mar. 2, 1987, eff. Aug
1, 1987; Apr. 30, 2007, eff. Dec. 1, 2007; Apr. 28, 2010, eff. Dec. 1, 2010.

a) CAPACITY OR AUTHORITY TO SUE; LEGAL EXISTENCE
(1) In General. Except when required to show that the court
as jurisdiction, a pleading need not allege:

sons that is made a part


id = 588, level = 6, List: number of items 1, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "Rule 9 FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 16"

id = 589, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "pleading is req..."

id = 590, P: font MIonic, text size 7.39, text color [0.0], text content "(c) AFFIRMATIVE..."

id = 591, level = 5, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) In General. In responding to a pleading, a party must af-"

id = 27, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "firmatively sta..."

id = 28, level = 6, List: number of items 18, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "• accord and satisfaction;"

List item: text content "• arbitration and award;"

List item: text content "• assumption of risk;"

List item: text content "• contributory negligence;"

List item: text content "• duress;"

List item: text content "• estoppel;"

List item: text content "• failure of consideration;"

List item: text content "• fraud;"

List item: text content "• illegality;"

List item: text content "• injury by fellow servant;"

List item: text content "• laches;"

List item: text content "• license;"

List item: text content "• payment;"

List item: text content "• release;"

List item: text content "• res judicata;"

List item: text content "• statute of frauds;"

List item: text content "• statute of limitations; and"

List item: text content "• waiver."

List item: text content "(2) Mistaken Designation. If a party mistakenly designates a"

id = 592, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "defense as a co..."

id = 593, level = 4, List: number of items 2, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(d) PLEADING TO BE CONCISE AND DIRECT; ALTERNATIVE STATE-"

id = 24, P: font MIonic, text size 7.39, text color [0.0], text content "MENTS; INCONSIS..."

id = 25, level = 5, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(1) In General. Each allegation must be simple, concise, and"

id = 22, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "direct. No tech..."

List item: text content "(2) Alternative Statements of a Claim or Defense. A party may"

id = 23, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "set out 2 or mo..."

List item: text content "(3) Inconsistent Claims or Defenses. A party may state as many"

id = 26, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "separate claims..."

List item: text content "(e) CONSTRUING PLEADINGS. Pleadings must be construed so as to"

id = 594, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "do justice."

id = 595, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(As amended Feb..."

id = 596, level = Subtitle, H: font NewCenturySchlbk-Bold, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "Rule 9. Pleadin...", heading level 4

id = 597, P: font MIonic, text size 7.39, text color [0.0], text content "(a) CAPACITY OR..."

id = 598, level = 6, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "(1) In General...."

id = 599, level = 4, List: number of items 3, previous list id null, next list id null

List item: text content "(A) a party’s capacity to sue or be sued;"

List item: text content "(B) a party’s authority to sue or be sued in a representa-"

id = 21, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "tive capacity; ..."

List item: text content "(C) the legal existence of an organized association of per-"

id = 600, P: font MIonic, text size 9.00, text color [0.0], text content "sons that is ma..."


